Summary

A Theory of General Causes of Terrorism: High Population Growth, Income

Inequality, and Relative Deprivation
Overview

The scholarly article "A Theory of General Causes of Terrorism: High Population
Growth, Income Inequality and Relative Deprivation” explores the potential correlation between
population growth, income inequality, and relative deprivation as underlying factors that may
contribute to the emergence of terrorism. The contention put forth by the author posits that these
factors mentioned above have the potential to engender feelings of exasperation and delinquency

among members of a given society, ultimately culminating in incidents of terrorism.

Main Points

1- Statistical Evidence and Theory

The author provides statistical evidence to support their theoretical argument that the co-
occurrence of high population growth, socioeconomic poverty, subsistence stress, political
instability, and economic inequality can lead to the emergence of relative deprivation and
frustration among individuals. As mentioned earlier, the frustration can intensify and manifest as
unlawful conduct and, in severe instances, acts of terrorism. Through an analysis of these
variables, the author presents a holistic comprehension of how the convergence of social,

economic, and political factors can give rise to acts of terrorism.



2- Similarities and Differences

The present theory exhibits certain resemblances with pre-existing frameworks
concerning the origins of terrorism; however, it also sets itself apart through notable divergences.
The author's theoretical framework incorporates various factors, including but not limited to
poverty, with population growth rates being one of them. The theory acknowledges the
significance of population growth and illuminates the possible exacerbation of societal
discontent resulting from swift demographic shifts. The differentiation, as mentioned above,

enhances sophistication in comprehending the fundamental motivators of terrorism.

3- Limitations of the Theory

The author's theoretical framework presents a persuasive rationale for the origins of
terrorism. However, it is crucial to recognize its constraints, particularly concerning the omission
of cultural or religious variables that may substantially impact terrorist conduct. Various
elements, encompassing ideologies, belief systems, and cultural contexts, shape the multifaceted

nature of terrorism.

The impact of cultural and religious factors on individuals' worldviews, values, and
interpretations of their surroundings is noteworthy. Their involvement could facilitate the process
of radicalization and the development of extremist ideologies. Religious doctrines may be
subject to manipulation or distortion, resulting in the rationalization of violent actions in the
pursuit of a greater purpose. Terrorist organizations may exploit grievances and marginalization

sentiments arising from cultural norms and identity.

The theory may need to consider crucial cultural and religious dimensions, thereby

neglecting significant factors that play a role in radicalization. Comprehending the intricate



relationship between cultural and religious elements and terrorism is imperative in formulating
efficacious counterterrorism tactics. Examining the interplay between different cultural and
religious convictions and socio-economic variables, such as income inequality and relative
deprivation, is crucial in understanding the impact on individuals' vulnerability to extremist

ideologies and their propensity to participate in terrorist acts.

Subsequent investigations ought to endeavor to integrate cultural and religious aspects
into the examination of terrorism. The aforementioned task may entail scrutinizing the function
of particular religious doctrines, the ramifications of cultural storylines, and the sway of identity
construction procedures on the process of radicalization. By integrating these dimensions,
scholars can acquire a more all-encompassing comprehension of the intricate nature of terrorism

and the mechanisms by which cultural and religious factors contribute to its incidence.

Analysis

The scholarly article makes a valuable contribution to the current literature on terrorism
by emphasizing the interrelatedness of high rates of population growth, income inequality, and
relative deprivation as fundamental causal factors. The author offers a comprehensive viewpoint
on the factors that may lead to acts of terrorism by integrating statistical evidence with

theoretical analysis.

The theoretical framework's prioritization of poverty as a fundamental catalyst for
terrorism is consistent with prior scholarship in this domain. Incorporating population growth
rates as a contributing factor introduces a distinctive perspective to comprehend terrorism.

According to the theory, swift population expansion can intensify pre-existing societal



grievances, thereby fostering a milieu favorable to the emergence of radicalization and acts of

terrorism.

Although the theory proposed by the author offers significant insights, it is imperative to
acknowledge its constraints. The influence of cultural and religious factors on terrorist behavior
is a crucial aspect that has not been adequately addressed in existing theoretical frameworks,
representing a significant gap in the literature. It is recommended that future research endeavors
endeavor to incorporate these dimensions into their analyses to furnish a more all-encompassing

comprehension of the complex character of terrorism.

Inviting Questions not covered in the article

A- How do cultural or religious factors contribute to terrorist behavior?

The paper's author acknowledges the theory's limitations in accounting for cultural or
religious factors. Examining the influence of cultural and religious factors on the radicalization
process and the formation of extremist ideologies would enhance our understanding of the

intricate interplay between these elements and acts of terrorism.

B- Are there any effective strategies for addressing the root causes of

terrorism identified by the author?

Comprehending the fundamental factors that give rise to acts of terrorism is paramount in
devising efficacious measures to combat terrorism. Additional investigation is warranted to
examine prospective policy interventions, including poverty alleviation programs specifically
tailored to certain groups, educational initiatives, and community engagement endeavors, that

can effectively tackle the underlying causes identified by the theory. The implementation of



comprehensive strategies aimed at addressing income inequality, relative deprivation, and

population growth has the potential to prevent and reduce terrorism in the long run effectively.

C- How can policymakers use this theory to develop more effective

counterterrorism strategies?

The theoretical framework presented in the article offers policymakers significant
insights regarding the underlying factors that contribute to the occurrence of terrorism.
Integrating theoretical discoveries into the formulation of policies can enable policymakers to
tackle the underlying factors of terrorism more and devise more productive approaches. The task
at hand may encompass the execution of all-encompassing socio-economic development
initiatives, enhancing governance and political steadiness, and cultivating social unity and

integration.

Conclusion

The article "A Theory of General Causes of Terrorism: High Population Growth, Income
Inequality and Relative Deprivation” posits a theoretical framework investigating the correlation
between population growth, income inequality, and relative deprivation as catalysts for terrorism.
Ultimately, the study concludes with this theory. Although the theory provides valuable insights
into the origins of terrorism, it also recognizes certain limitations, particularly in its failure to
account for cultural and religious factors. By considering the constraints mentioned above and
addressing the raised inquiries, it is possible to enhance the overall comprehension of terrorism

and formulate efficacious counterterrorism tactics.



